
Brief Synopsis of the Canadian Aboriginal Festival – Revised  November 3, 2004 
 
November 25th to November 28th, 2004, Sky Dome Stadium, Toronto 
 
For more information please visit our website: www.canab.com 
 
Tickets for the Festival, Nov. 27th & 28th:  $10./adult/day; $5./child, 12 yrs. & under/day, 
Purchase at Gate #7, SkyDome Family Pass of 4, $25./day for 2 adults & 2 children 
Or in advance thru Ticketmaster (416) 872-1111      
 
The order of events listed is according to the schedule: 
 
Thursday & Friday, November 25th & 26th 
 
Conference:  

“The Business of Tourism & Culture” This conference will provide 
participants with presentations from 
speakers who have a wealth of 
experience in a number of areas. The 
National Chief of the Assembly of First 
Nations, First Nations Chiefs, a mayor, 
consultants, youth and other private 
entrepreneurs will present their 
perspectives on “The Business of 
Tourism & Culture”.   Location of 

 the conference is in the Northern 
 Lights Ball Room, Renaissance  
 Toronto Hotel at SkyDome.   For more 
 Info. contact Ava Hill (519) 445-4399. 

 
Friday, November 26th:  
 
Education Day:     Up to 7,000 elementary school children   
       will be in attendance on Friday to learn 
       about Aboriginal heritage and culture as 

    taught by Aboriginal instructors.  
    Hours of program:  9:30 am to 2 pm 

 
 
Canadian Aboriginal Music Awards: This year marks the sixth annual Music 

Awards show as part of the festival. The 
gala presentation show, honouring the 
finalists and winners, will be held at the 
John Bassett Theatre located in the 
Metro Toronto Convention Centre, 255 
Front St. West, on the Friday evening, 
from 7:30 pm – 10:00 pm.  

 For tickets contact Ticketmaster at  
(416) 872-1111 or online 
www.ticketmaster.ca 

 

http://www.canab.com/


Saturday, November 27th:  
 
Market Area: The large market area with more than 

200 booths opens to the public on 
Saturday and Sunday morning at 
10:00am and will remain open until 
10:00pm Saturday and 6:00pm on 
Sunday. Authentic Aboriginal arts and 
crafts, traditional foods and information 
booths make up the market area.  

 
Lacrosse Skills Competition:  Saturday morning will be the skills 

competition for Ontario Lacrosse 
Association players. Young amateur 
players will compete for the Ontario title 
in various skills such as shooting, 
agility, passing, etc. The competition is 
from 8:00am to 11:30am.  and open to 

 the public. 
 
Fashion Shows:  Fashion Shows are scheduled 

throughout Saturday and Sunday. 
Fashions, from some of Canada’s 
leading Aboriginal designers, will show 
both contemporary and traditional 
designs.   Show times:  Sat. 2-9pm 
Sun. 2-4 pm.    Fashion Show stage is 
located in the food court area. 

 
Traditional Teachings: A special and intimate area will again be 

set up to afford visitors the opportunity 
to hear from some of the most respected 
Elders, Spiritual Teachers and Healers. 
Traditional Teachings will be 
scheduled on Saturday from 2 pm to 
5:45 pm and on Sunday from 1 pm to 
4:45 pm.     The Traditional Teachings 

 Tent is located in the CIBC Food 
 Court Area. 
 
Main Stage Concert: Visitors to the festival on Saturday will 

be entertained with a free concert at 
11:45am to 12:45pm. and at 5:30 pm 
to 6:30 pm. 

 
 
Grand Entry: 1:00pm and 7:00pm is the start of the 

“Toronto Star” Pow Wow. More than  
1, 000 dancers are expected to 
participate again this year. In addition to 
the dancers, veterans, Eagle Staff 



carriers, Flag carriers from various 
Aboriginal nations, and foreign 
countries are expected to participate. We 
expect participation in the Grand Entry 
will exceed 1,500. (*Please see special 
note) 

 
Pow Wow Dancing: Immediately following the Grand Entry, 

which is the official start of the Pow 
Wow, inter-tribal and competitive 
dances will run all day until 10:00p.m. 

 
Performing Arts: The music lounge and performance tent 

programming will be all day Saturday 
and Sunday. A new music showcase 
venue called, “Twang, Groove & Bang” 
located on the concourse level will 
feature selected musicians from across 
Canada. The performance tent will 
house presentations from across Canada; 
they will include Trickster Storytelling, 
Theatre Games, Hoop Dance 
Workshops, Singing, Literary Readings 
and more. Location of the Performance 
Tent is in the CIBC Food Court Area. 
Show Hours: 

 Saturday – 2 pm to 9 pm  
 Sunday – 1:30 pm to 5:30 pm. 
 
 
Visual Arts:  A special art exhibit highlight emerging 

Aboriginal artists will be open to the 
public all day Saturday and Sunday. A 
number of Canada’s leading established 
artists will also be a part of the exhibit. 

 The Art Exhibit is presented by the 
 Association of Native Development 
 In the Performing & Visual Arts 
 Organization. 
 
 
Artists in Residence: The three workshops include: 

demonstrations of porcupine quill 
jewellery, bone carving and wampum 
belts.  The location of the 
demonstrations are in the Food Court 
area. 
Saturday – 12 pm to 4:30pm   
Sunday -  1:30 to 5:30pm. 

 
 



Film Festival: The Toronto International Aboriginal 
 Film Festival presented by  
 Indian Art-I-Crafts of Ontario/ 
 Canadian Aboriginal Festival. 

Location of the film programming is in 
the Tour Theatre Room (Sky Dome). 
Screening times: 
10:00 am – Smoke Signals 
12:00 pm - The Doe Boy 
2:00pm – A Thief of Time 
4:00 pm- A conversation with Chris 
Eyre moderated by Andre Morriseau. 
Note:  Film programming applies to 
Saturday ONLY. 

 
 
Sunday, November 28th:  
 
Main Stage Concert: A free main stage concert will be held at 

10:45a.m. The format will be very 
similar to the concert on Saturday but 
will feature other Aboriginal 
entertainers. 

 
 
Grand Entry: The Sunday Grand Entry will start at 

12:00 noon. Total number of 
participants in the Grand Entry is 
expected to exceed 1,000 dancers in full 
regalia.  

 
 
Awarding of Pow Wow Dance Prizes: The prizes for the “Toronto Star” Pow 

Wow along with trophies for the 
winners of the various categories will 
start at 4:30 p.m. The event wraps up at 
6:00 p.m.  

 
* Special Note: 
 
This year’s Pow Wow will be dedicated to “Peace Keepers” including all Aboriginal Peace 
Keepers, the Canadian Forces Peace Keeping Unit and Peace Keeping units of other United 
Nations countries. We expect ten to fifteen foreign countries will participate with colour 
parties.  


